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Nursery Topic 1 Overview 
Key events and dates: Harvest, Diwali, Hallowe’en 
  Also: poetry basket and helicopter stories 
 
Curriculum intentions: 

1. To be settled at nursery and be a confident learner.  
2. To lay the foundations to become a confident communicator. 
3. To attend to their own self-care needs and understand healthy living.  

4. To lay the foundations to become a confident reader. 
5. To lay the foundations to become a confident writer.  
6. To take care of their environment and begin to understand changes.  
7. To understand that they are a part of a diverse community.  
8. To develop number sense.  
9. To develop a sense of space.  
10. To develop skills and processes for self-expression, creating with a purpose in mind  

 
 

 Week 1  Week 2  Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 DIWALI 

 Settling into nursery  

Book: Goat goes to 

Playgroup 

Settling into nursery  

Book: Goat goes to 

Playgroup 

Mess in environment or 

at group time with the 

book 

Book: Tidy Titch 

Story sack or animals 

from the story 

 Book: The Gruffalo 

Autumn leaves and 

harvest baskets  

Book: The Little Red 

Hen 

Non-fiction texts for 

visual exploring 

 

 

 

 

 

Autumn leaves and 

harvest baskets  

Book: The Little Red 

Hen 

Non-fiction texts for 

visual exploring 

Diversity and black 

history 

 

Core Text: Grandma’s 
Saturday Soup 

Complimentary and 

enjoyable reads 

So Much  

Owl Babies 

Rai’s Roar  
Ruby’s Worry 

 

So Much  
Owl Babies 
Rai’s Roar  
Ruby’s Worry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tidy Trevor  

Time to Tidy up 

Julia Donaldson books 

The Gruffalo’s Child 

The Enormous Turnip 

Oliver’s Vegetables  
Oliver’s Milkshake 

The Enormous Turnip 

Oliver’s Vegetables  
Oliver’s Milkshake 

Elizabetti’s Doll 
In my skin  

I love my hair 
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Curriculum Intention 1 To 

be settled at nursery and 

be a confident learner 

 

 

Personal, Social and 

Emotional Development 

 

Jigsaw – Being Me 

 

 

 

 

To begin to develop a 

relationship with their 

keyworker 

 

To explore the nursery 

provision and begin to 

engage in nursery 

routines 

 

To develop a sense of 

self through identifying 

photos (on name cards, 

from nursery activities) 

 

To name and express 

feelings 

  

To begin to develop a 

relationship with their 

keyworker 

 

To explore the nursery 

provision and begin to 

engage in nursery 

routines 

 

To develop a sense of 

self through identifying 

photos (on name cards, 

from nursery activities) 

 

To name and express 

feelings 

To demonstrate 

understanding of rules 

and boundaries 

(focus on tidy up 

routine – clapping 

hands, stopping, tidy 

up) 

 

To comment on their 

thinking and others 

thinking – storyline of 

Titch and Siblings’  
intent 

 

To show pride in what 

they have done 

 

 

To name and express 

feelings – Zones of 

Regulation introduction 

 

To name and express 

feelings – link to Zone 

of Regulation and 

Jigsaw programme 

 

To explore a wider 

range of activities 

 

To name and express 

feelings – link to Zone 

of Regulation and 

Jigsaw programme 

 

To explore a wider 

range of activities 

 

To play and work 

collaboratively  

 

To develop an 

awareness of others 

and their feelings 

 

To name and express 

feelings – link to Zone 

of Regulation and 

Jigsaw programme 

 

 

Curriculum Intention 2 

To lay the foundations to 

become a confident 

communicator 

 

Communication and 

Language   

To respond to their 

name at group times 

 

To talk and listen to 

each other – look at the 

person who is talking 

 

To begin to tune into 

environmental sounds 

(pre phonics) 

 

To share personal 

space and develop trust 

in familiar people 

 

To enjoy being with 

others, both adults and 

children 

 

To respond to their 

name at group times 

 

To talk and listen to 

each other – look at the 

person who is talking 

 

To begin to tune into 

environmental sounds 

(pre phonics) 

 

To share personal 

space and develop trust 

in familiar people 

 

To enjoy being with 

others, both adults and 

children 

 

To develop their joint 

attention skills and 

attend to others 

(listening to short 

stories, listening to 

each other at group 

time) 

 

To understand and use 

new vocabulary: e.g. 

action words, 

description and 

pronouns (tidy, mess, 

clean, clean up, tidy 

away, tidy up time) 

To name emotions and 

make links to their own 

experiences (linked to 

animal characters)  

 

To process their 

thinking and express it, 

through the adult 

sensitively pausing, 

waiting and timing their 

responses 

 

To engage in role play 

with other children. 

(rooted in core text) 

 

To process their 

thinking and express it, 

through the adult 

sensitively pausing, 

waiting and timing their 

responses (in response 

to autumnal pictures 

and harvest) 

 

To communicate using 

alternative methods 

such as visuals – 

objects, photos, 

pictures, etc. – where 

necessary, e.g. for 

children with speech 

and language needs or 

English as an additional 

language 

 

 

 

To process their 

thinking and express it, 

through the adult 

sensitively pausing, 

waiting and timing their 

responses (in response 

to autumnal pictures 

and harvest) 

 

To communicate using 

alternative methods 

such as visuals – 

objects, photos, 

pictures, etc. – where 

necessary, e.g. for 

children with speech 

and language needs or 

English as an additional 

language 

 

To name emotions and 

make links to their own 

experiences – The 

Zones of Regulation  

 

To tune in to others’ 
expressions and 

communication 

attempts 
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Curriculum Intention 3  

To attend to their own 

self-care needs and 

understand healthy living 

 

Personal, Social and 

Emotional Development / 

Physical Development  

 

To include P.E. sessions 

To wash and dry hands 

when needed (after the 

toilet, before food, 

when messy) 

 

To access the snack 

table (sharing and 

distribution)  

 

To engage with the 

dressing up clothes or 

putting on their coat or 

an apron 

 

To begin to use the 

toilet with support 

 

Introduction to P.E. -

Unit 1 

To move safely and 

sensibly in a space with 

consideration of others  

To wash and dry hands 

when needed (after the 

toilet, before food, 

when messy) 

 

To access the snack 

table (sharing and 

distribution)  

 

To engage with the 

dressing up clothes or 

putting on their coat or 

an apron 

 

To begin to use the 

toilet with support 

 

Introduction to P.E. -

Unit 1 

To develop moving 

safely and stopping 

with control 

To wash and dry hands 

when needed (after the 

toilet, before food, 

when messy) 

 

To understand the 

importance of good 

hygiene (including 

nose-blowing and 

tissue disposal) 

 

To begin to use the 

toilet with support 

 

Links to snack routine, 

washing up and tidying 

house/ rooms 

 

Introduction to P.E. -

Unit 1 

To use equipment 

safely and responsibly 

 

To develop postural 

and gross motor 

control through 

accessing Jabadao: 

mats, crawling, tummy 

time. Linked to key 

animals in core text – 

snake, owl etc.  

 

 

To engage with cooking 

and tasting activities 

and express their own 

preferences of food 

and drink (size/weight 

comparisons -is there 

enough/too much? 

Sharing quantities) – 

Gruffalo crumble, snack 

routine 

 

Introduction to P.E. -

Unit 1 

To use different 

travelling actions whilst 

following a path 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To engage with cooking 

and tasting activities 

and express their own 

preferences of food 

and drink (size/weight 

comparisons -is there 

enough/too much? 

Sharing quantities) – 

bread – The Little Red 

Hen 

 

To develop postural 

and gross motor 

control through 

accessing Jabadao: 

mats, crawling, tummy 

time. Linked to 

autumnal music – 

Vivaldi autumn  

 

Introduction to P.E. -

Unit 1 

To work with others co-

operatively and play as 

a group 

 

To engage with cooking 

and tasting activities 

and express their own 

preferences of food 

and drink (size/weight 

comparisons -is there 

enough/too much? 

Sharing quantities) – 

bread cooking station 

 

To develop postural 

and gross motor 

control through 

accessing Jabadao: 

mats, crawling, tummy 

time. Linked to 

autumnal music – 

Harvest songs 

 

Introduction to P.E. -

Unit 1 

To follow, copy and 

lead a partner 

 

To use appropriate 

utensils at the snack 

table, e.g. round ended 

knife to spread butter -

recognise use of spoon 

for soups 

 

To engage with cooking 

and tasting activities 

and express their own 

preferences of food 

and drink (size/weight 

comparisons -is there 

enough/too much? 

Sharing quantities) – 

whole group cooking 

and food tasting – slow 

cooker soup 

 

Introduction to P.E. -

Unit 1 

To follow, copy and 

lead a partner 
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Curriculum Intention 4  

To lay the foundations to 

become a confident 

reader 

 

Literacy 

 

To begin to establish 

mark-making (name 

writing) routines – e.g. 

finding their name 

cards on arrival   

 

To begin to learn core 

rhymes – e.g. Open 

them, shut them (using 

whole hand), Round 

and Round the Garden 

(developing sense of 

anticipation) 

 

To begin to establish 

mark-making (name 

writing) routines – e.g. 

finding their name 

cards on arrival   

 

To begin to learn core 

rhymes – e.g. Open 

them, shut them (using 

whole hand), Round 

and Round the Garden 

(developing sense of 

anticipation) 

 

To handle books with 

care (linked to tidy up 

time and placing books 

away carefully during 

Own Learning Time  

 

To listen to core stories 

 

To make links with their 

own experiences and 

stories – in particular 

tidy routine at Nursery 

School 

 

 

To show an interest in 

stories, books, rhymes 

or songs 

 

To develop an auditory 

memory for rhymes 

and songs – repeated 

refrains in story 

 

To notice the features 

and details of books, 

e.g. cover, title, 

illustrations, direction 

of print 

 

To engage with new 

vocabulary - terrible, 

jaws, claws, poisonous, 

wart 

 

To begin to understand 

sequence and re-tell 

stories using props 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To show an interest in 

stories, books, rhymes 

or songs 

 

To develop an auditory 

memory for rhymes 

and songs – repeated 

refrains in story 

 

To notice the features 

and details of books, 

e.g. cover, title, 

illustrations, direction 

of print 

 

To engage with new 

vocabulary – hen, grain, 

wheat, mill 

 

To begin to understand 

sequence and re-tell 

stories using props 

 

To show an interest in 

stories, books, rhymes 

or songs 

 

To develop an auditory 

memory for rhymes 

and songs – repeated 

refrains in story 

 

To notice the features 

and details of books, 

e.g. cover, title, 

illustrations, direction 

of print 

 

To engage with new 

vocabulary – hen, grain, 

wheat, mill 

 

To begin to understand 

sequence and re-tell 

stories using props 

 

To show an interest in 

stories, books, rhymes 

or songs 

 

To notice the features 

and details of books, 

e.g. cover, title, 

illustrations, direction 

of print 

 

To engage with new 

vocabulary  

 

To make links with own 

experiences and the 

story 
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Curriculum Intention 5 

To lay the foundations to 

become a confident writer 

 

Literacy  

To make marks to 

express family 

  

To identify their name 

card and make marks 

to represent their 

name  

  

To mark-make with a 

range of resources, 

including large 

paintbrushes on 

vertical surfaces, paint 

on easel, chalks on 

floor  

 

To make marks to 

express family 

  

To identify their name 

card and make marks 

to represent their 

name  

  

To mark-make with a 

range of resources, 

including large 

paintbrushes on 

vertical surfaces, paint 

on easel, chalks on 

floor  

 

To incorporate mark-

making into play, e.g. 

shopping lists, 

messages, maps, 

pictures (represent 

quantities/mathematic

al thinking) – for 

example adding tidy up 

lists or tidy up helper 

clipboards -safety 

rangers, watering 

plants, snack table 

monitors etc. 

To mark-make with a 

range of resources, 

including large 

paintbrushes on 

vertical surfaces, paint 

on easel, chalks on 

floor  

 

To incorporate mark-

making into play, e.g. 

shopping lists, 

messages, maps, 

pictures – Gruffalo mud 

pie recipes 

 

To squeeze, pinch, roll 

and mould playdough 

or clay (to build finger 

strength) 

 

To roll balls across the 

floor (to develop hand-

eye coordination) 

 

To use small tools, e.g. 

hole punch and 

develop scissor skills - 

creating Gruffalo 

characters in play 

dough. Cutting Gruffalo 

puppet sticks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To mark-make with a 

range of resources, 

including large 

paintbrushes on 

vertical surfaces, paint 

on easel, chalks on 

floor  

 

To squeeze, pinch, roll 

and mould playdough 

or clay (to build finger 

strength) – The Little 

Red Hen bakery 

 

To roll balls across the 

floor (to develop hand-

eye coordination) 

 

To incorporate mark-

making into play, e.g. 

shopping lists, 

messages, maps, 

pictures – The Little 

Red Hen characters and 

bread making 

instructions, menus in 

the mud kitchen 

To mark-make with a 

range of resources, 

including large 

paintbrushes on 

vertical surfaces, paint 

on easel, chalks on 

floor  

 

To squeeze, pinch, roll 

and mould playdough 

or clay (to build finger 

strength) – The Little 

Red Hen bakery 

 

To roll balls across the 

floor (to develop hand-

eye coordination) 

 

To incorporate mark-

making into play, e.g. 

shopping lists, 

messages, maps, 

pictures – The Little 

Red Hen characters and 

bread making 

instructions, menus in 

the mud kitchen 

 

To mark-make with a 

range of resources, 

including large 

paintbrushes on 

vertical surfaces, paint 

on easel, chalks on 

floor   

 

To squeeze, pinch, roll 

and mould playdough 

or clay (to build finger 

strength) – creating 

items for soup with 

dough 

 

To roll balls across the 

floor (to develop hand-

eye coordination) 
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Curriculum Intention 6 

To take care of their 

environment and begin to 

understand changes 

 

Understanding the World 

To engage 

appropriately with 

nursery resources, 

learning associated 

vocabulary 

  

To observe changes 

through growth 

(including birth / death 

where appropriate) 

  

To mix ‘ingredients’ 
including sand, water, 

flour and mud and 

experiment with 

different textures 

(quantities – 

more/less/enough)  

 

To engage 

appropriately with 

nursery resources, 

learning associated 

vocabulary 

  

To observe changes 

through growth 

(including birth / death 

where appropriate) 

  

To mix ‘ingredients’ 
including sand, water, 

flour and mud and 

experiment with 

different textures 

(quantities – 

more/less/enough)  

 

To begin to understand 

and engage with 

recycling routines 

(sorting and classifying 

– talk about different 

bins, look at labels) 

 

To begin to put things 

back where they belong 

(sorting and classifying; 

positional language) 

 

To notice signs of life in 

the environment – e.g. 

changes in trees, plant 

growth, minibeasts, 

birds 

To notice changes in 

the weather and 

environment and link 

to different seasons - 

weather chart  

 

To pursue their own 

interests in the wider 

world using relevant 

non-fiction books, 

posters and the 

Internet – autumn 

books 

 

To notice signs of life in 

the environment – e.g. 

changes in trees, plant 

growth, minibeasts, 

birds 

To notice changes in 

the weather and 

environment and link 

to different seasons - 

weather chart  

 

To pursue their own 

interests in the wider 

world using relevant 

non-fiction books, 

posters and the 

Internet – autumn 

books 

 

To notice signs of life in 

the environment – e.g. 

changes in trees, plant 

growth, minibeasts, 

birds 

 

To notice changes in 

the weather and 

environment and link 

to different seasons - 

compare weather in 

Jamaica to England 

 

To engage with a recipe 

or sequence card to 

create playdough or 

paint – powder paint 

and playdough station  

 

To notice different 

clothes  

 

Curriculum Intention 7 

To understand that they 

are part of a diverse 

community within Milton 

Keynes, England 

 

Understanding the World 

/ Personal, Social and 

Emotional Development 

 

To notice different 

languages that are 

spoken   

  

To identify themselves 

as being in a particular 

key group  

  

To identify pictures of 

celebrations at home 

 

To learn and use the 

names of children in 

their key group 

 

To notice different 

languages that are 

spoken   

  

To identify themselves 

as being in a particular 

key group  

  

To identify pictures of 

celebrations at home 

 

To learn and use the 

names of children in 

their key group 

To observe similarities 

and differences with 

others – between Titch 

and family and 

ourselves 

 

To observe similarities 

and differences with 

others – family photos 

for display to be 

discussed during group 

time 

On going skill 

development through 

curricular intentions 

and continuous 

provision 

To prepare a range of 

different seasonal and 

cultural food - Harvest 

 

To develop a rich 

vocabulary through 

adults modelling, 

commenting and 

providing a range of 

new and motivating 

experiences (such as 

visitors to the setting, 

curious artefacts, 

stories, non-fiction 

books and problem-

solving) 

 

To prepare a range of 

different seasonal and 

cultural food - Harvest 

 

To explore different 

types of bread e.g. roti, 

pitta, baguette 

 

To develop a rich 

vocabulary through 

adults modelling, 

commenting and 

providing a range of 

new and motivating 

experiences (such as 

visitors to the setting, 

curious artefacts, 

stories, non-fiction 

books and problem-

solving) 

 

To identify self in a 

mirror, taking notice of 

facial features 

 

To observe similarities 

and differences with 

others 

 

To share experiences of 

different countries 

 

To prepare a range of 

different seasonal and 

cultural food - 

Grandma’s Saturday 
Soup 

 

To identify different 

cultural celebrations 

from stories, artefacts, 

resources – Diwali  



 

Nursery Topic 1 Overview         Page 7 

Curriculum Intention 8 

To develop number sense 

  

Mathematics  

To use numbers as 

labels, e.g. ‘I am three’ 
 

To identify the correct 

numeral with their age 

  

To use number names 

within rhymes and 

songs  

 

To use numbers as 

labels, e.g. ‘I am three’ 
 

To identify the correct 

numeral with their age 

  

To use number names 

within rhymes and 

songs  

 

To introduce dot cards  

 

To engage with ‘dot 
cards’ to compare 
quantities and 

recognise when 

quantities change with 

a group of objects – 

‘there’s one more’ 

To identify when they 

see two items without 

counting, e.g. two 

shoes, food at the 

snack table, flowers in 

the garden and any 

other natural objects – 

Gruffalo and animal 

footprints, feet painting 

and sock pairing on the 

washing line 

To identify when they 

see two items without 

counting, e.g. two 

shoes, food at the 

snack table, flowers in 

the garden and any 

other natural objects  

 

To recognise three 

natural items without 

needing to count, 

identifying the 2 and 1 

within the 3 items, e.g. 

‘there are 2 caterpillars 
and 1 caterpillar. Three 

caterpillars altogether 

To identify when they 

see two items without 

counting, e.g. two 

shoes, food at the 

snack table, flowers in 

the garden and any 

other natural objects 

 

To recognise three 

natural items without 

needing to count, 

identifying the 2 and 1 

within the 3 items, e.g. 

‘there are 2 caterpillars 
and 1 caterpillar. Three 

caterpillars altogether 

To engage with 

cardinality (the last 

number said denotes 

quantity) through 

subitising and counting 

where appropriate e.g. 

counting spoonfuls of 

flour or claps or jumps 

– playdough station 

 

To engage with ‘dot 
cards’ to compare 
quantities and 

recognise when 

quantities change with 

a group of objects – 

‘there’s one more’ – in 

form of pictogram 

connected to food 

tasting  
 

Curriculum Intention 9 

To develop a sense of 

space 

 

Mathematics  

To develop ‘bilateral 

control’ - co-ordinate 

both sides of the body 

at once by moving 

limbs with control on 

each side of their body 

e.g. snow angels with 

arms and legs moving 

at the same time 

  

To fill containers with 

sand or water using 

hands and utensils, e.g. 

spoons, spades  

  

To engage with 

construction resources, 

including small unit 

blocks, large hollow 

blocks, polydron 
 

To develop ‘bilateral 

control’ - co-ordinate 

both sides of the body 

at once by moving 

limbs with control on 

each side of their body 

e.g. snow angels with 

arms and legs moving 

at the same time 

  

To fill containers with 

sand or water using 

hands and utensils, e.g. 

spoons, spades  

  

To engage with 

construction resources, 

including small unit 

blocks, large hollow 

blocks, polydron 

To engage in practical 

activities to develop 

understanding of 

position and shape – in 

relation to the story: 

number of items taken 

and space 

 

To distinguish between 

different sizes - sorting 

and classifying – 

Gruffalo paw prints and 

other animal footprints 

Cut outs to be placed 

around nursery – the 

Gruffalo’s been here!  
The owl has been here! 

Etc (awe and wonder) 

To engage in practical 

activities to develop 

understanding of 

position and shape 

 

Adults provide sensory 

experiences with 

accompanying 

vocabulary to support 

labelling of properties, 

e.g. rough/smooth, 

soft/jagged, long/short, 

edge, corner, side, 

straight, flat, 'curvy', 

'sloping', 'sticking out', 

'roof shaped’ – 

collecting natural items 

and Harvest items 

To engage in practical 

activities to develop 

understanding of 

position and shape 

 

Adults provide sensory 

experiences with 

accompanying 

vocabulary to support 

labelling of properties, 

e.g. rough/smooth, 

soft/jagged, long/short, 

edge, corner, side, 

straight, flat, 'curvy', 

'sloping', 'sticking out', 

'roof shaped’ – 

collecting natural items 

and Harvest items 

To cross the ‘mid-line’ 
e.g. ribbon sticks; ‘this 
is the way we wash our 

face’. – explore ribbon 

dancing to calypso 

music 

 

Adults provide sensory 

experiences with 

accompanying 

vocabulary to support 

labelling of properties, 

eg rough/smooth, 

soft/jagged, long/short, 

edge, corner, side, 

straight, flat, 'curvy', 

'sloping', 'sticking out', 

– exploring a variety of 

vegetables 
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Curriculum Intention 10 

To develop skills and 

processes for self-

expression, creating with a 

purpose in mind 

 

Expressive Arts and 

Design 

To explore different 

mark-making 

techniques through 

drawing   

  

to explore colour 

mixing, paints and 

watercolours  

  

Clay and playdough: 

rolling pins, cutters, 

sculpting tools   

  

Collage: recycled boxes, 

glue, hole-punch, 

treasury tags, elastic 

bands, Sellotape 

dispenser, split pins, 

scissors  

 

To explore different 

mark-making 

techniques through 

drawing   

  

to explore colour 

mixing, paints and 

watercolours  

  

Clay and playdough: 

rolling pins, cutters, 

sculpting tools   

  

Collage: recycled boxes, 

glue, hole-punch, 

treasury tags, elastic 

bands, Sellotape 

dispenser, split pins, 

scissors  

 

On going skill 

development through 

curricular intentions 

and continuous 

provision 

To explore different 

mark-making 

techniques through 

drawing – creating 

textures on character’s 

hair, skin, tusks, bark 

rubbings 

 

Collage: recycled boxes, 

glue, hole-punch, 

treasury tags, elastic 

bands, Sellotape 

dispenser, split pins, 

scissors, - create 

woodland, trees, sticks, 

leaves 

To explore different 

mark-making 

techniques through 

drawing 

 

To explore colour 

mixing, paints and 

watercolours 

To explore different 

mark-making 

techniques through 

drawing 

 

To explore colour 

mixing, paints and 

watercolours 

To explore transient art 

through natural 

resources and loose 

parts – vegetables 

 

To explore different 

mark-making 

techniques through 

drawing – still life 

vegetable drawing 

 

To experiment with 

different media and 

tools, including 

methods of 

manipulating and 

joining materials which 

may include: clay and 

playdough: rolling pins, 

cutters, sculpting tools 

 

To listen and respond 

to a variety of musical 

stimuli through body 

movement, voice and 

instruments 

 

 


