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Key events and dates: Harvest, Diwali, Hallowe’en

Curriculum intentions:

Nursery Topic 2 Overview

Also: poetry basket and helicopter stories

1. To be settled at nursery and be a confident learner.
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To lay the foundations to become a confident communicator.

To attend to their own self-care needs and understand healthy living.
To lay the foundations to become a confident reader.

To lay the foundations to become a confident writer.

To take care of their environment and begin to understand changes.
To understand that they are a part of a diverse community.

To develop number sense.
To develop a sense of space.
To develop skills and processes for self-expression, creating with a purpose in mind
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Inspiring Futures
through Learning

Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

Week 5

Week 6

Week 7

Fireworks

Book: non-fiction
bonfire and firework
texts

Remembrance Day
CBeebies Poppies film
Book: Whatever Next

Book: Owl Babies

Book: The Three Billy
Goats’ Gruff

Book: Goldilocks and
the Three Bears

Cold weather
Book: Stick Man

Christmas
Book: First Christmas

Complimentary and
enjoyable reads

Bonfire night song
Firework Poem

Peace at Last
Five Minutes Peace

Monkey Puzzle

The Troll (J Donaldson)
Rosa’s Big Bridge
Experiment

We're Going on Bear
Hunt

Brown Bear, Brown
Bear

Go to Sleep

Old Bear

Kipper’s Snowy Day

Mog’s Christmas

Curriculum Intention 1 To
be settled at nursery and
be a confident learner

Personal, Social and
Emotional Development

Jigsaw — Celebrating
Difference

To assess risks and
develop a sense of
responsibility

To demonstrate
understanding of rules
and boundaries

To explore a wider
range of activities

To talk about and
reflect on learning
using learning journals
and display materials

To develop pretend
play

To demonstrate an
awareness of others
and their feelings

To name and express
feelings

To demonstrate an
awareness of others
and their feelings

To name and express
feelings

To explore a wider
range of activities

To demonstrate an
awareness of others
and their feelings

To explore a wider
range of activities

To communicate with
peers and adults

To demonstrate an
awareness of others
and their feelings

To show pride in what
they have done

To explore a wider
range of activities

To communicate with
peers and adults

To demonstrate an
awareness of others
and their feelings

To show pride in what
they have done
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Curriculum Intention 2
To lay the foundations to
become a confident
communicator

Communication and
Language

To name emotions and
make links to their own
experiences

To understand and use
new vocabulary e.g.
action words,
descriptive words and
pronouns

To understand and use
new vocabulary e.g.
action words,
descriptive words and
pronouns

To engage in role play
with other children

To begin to explain
their thinking using
‘because’, ‘and’, ‘or’

To name emotions and
make links to their own
experiences

To develop empathy —
through adults
modelling appropriate
physical and verbal
responses and
explaining other
children’s feelings

To understand and use
new vocabulary e.g.
action words,
descriptive words and
pronouns

To begin to explain
their thinking using
‘because’, ‘and’, ‘or’

To name emotions and
make links to their own
experiences

To develop empathy —
through adults
modelling appropriate
physical and verbal
responses and
explaining other
children’s feelings

To understand and use
new vocabulary e.g.
action words,
descriptive words and
pronouns

To begin to explain
their thinking using
‘because’, ‘and’, ‘or’

To explore a wider
range of activities

To talk about and
reflect on learning
using learning journals
and display materials

To develop pretend
play - sorting and
matching items,
answering questions
such as is there enough
for everyone? —sorting
3 of things for the three
bears — bowls, spoons,
beds, cups., books,
socks etc.

To develop their joint
attention skills and
attend to others

To communicate using
alternative methods
such as visuals —
objects, photos,
pictures, etc. —where
necessary, e.g. for
children with speech
and language needs or
English as an additional
language

To develop empathy —
through adults
modelling appropriate
physical and verbal
responses and
explaining other
children’s feelings

To understand and use
new vocabulary e.g.
action words,
descriptive words and
pronouns

To process their
thinking and express it,
through the adult
sensitively pausing,
waiting and timing their
responses

To begin to explain
their thinking using
‘because’, ‘and’, ‘or’

To develop their joint
attention skills and
attend to others

To communicate using
alternative methods
such as visuals —
objects, photos,
pictures, etc. — where
necessary, e.g. for
children with speech
and language needs or
English as an additional
language

To develop empathy —
through adults
modelling appropriate
physical and verbal
responses and
explaining other
children’s feelings

To understand and use
new vocabulary e.g.
action words,
descriptive words and
pronouns

To process their
thinking and express it,
through the adult
sensitively pausing,
waiting and timing their
responses

To begin to explain
their thinking using
‘because’, ‘and’, ‘or’
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Curriculum Intention 3
To attend to their own
self-care needs and
understand healthy living

Personal, Social and
Emotional Development /

Physical Development

To include P.E. sessions

To engage in outdoor
play and physical
activity

To develop postural &
gross motor control
through accessing
Jabadao mats, crawling
and tummy time for
example — Firework
movement

To engage with
dressing up clothes,
putting their coat on
and wearing an apron

To use appropriate
utensils at the snack
table e.g. round ended
knife to spread butter

P.E. Unit 2

To notice changes in
their body as result of
physical activity

To engage with cooking
and tasting activities
and express own
preferences of food
and drink — making size
and weight
comparisons and
sharing quantities

To identify healthy and
unhealthy food

P.E. Unit 2

To notice changes in
their body as result of
physical activity

To engage with cooking
and tasting activities
and express own
preferences of food
and drink — making size
and weight
comparisons and
sharing quantities

To identify healthy and
unhealthy food

P.E. Unit 2

To notice changes in
their body as result of
physical activity

To identify healthy and
unhealthy food — use
porridge as an
introduction and
discuss what could be
added that is healthy or
unhealthy: e.g. banana,
sugar, berries and
syrup

P.E. Unit 2

To notice changes in
their body as result of
physical activity

To engage with cooking
and tasting activities
and express own
preferences of food
and drink — making size
and weight
comparisons and
sharing quantities —
Christmas party

To understand the
importance of good
hygiene - including
nose-blowing and
tissue disposal

To engage with
dressing up clothes,
putting their coat on
and wearing an apron

Curriculum Intention 4
To lay the foundations to
become a confident
reader

Literacy: Reading

To develop awareness
of rhymes and songs

To notice print and
logos in the
environment

To know that print
carries meaning

To develop awareness
of rhymes and songs

To show an interest in
stories, books, rhymes
or songs

To develop an auditory
memory for rhymes
and songs

To begin to understand,
sequence and re-tell
stories using props -
ordering: first, then,
next

To engage with and
respond to stories,
pictures and
characters, predicting
what happens next

To make links with their
own experiences and
the story

To begin to understand,
sequence and re-tell
stories using props

To engage with and
respond to stories,
pictures and
characters, predicting
what happens next

To make links with their
own experiences and
the story

To begin to understand,
sequence and re-tell
stories using props

To engage with and
respond to stories,
pictures and
characters, predicting
what happens next

To make links with their
own experiences and
the story

To begin to understand,
sequence and re-tell
stories using props

To develop an awareness of rhymes and songs

To show an interest in stories, books, rhymes or
songs

To handle books with care

To develop an auditory memory for rhymes and
songs

To play with small world figures - Stick Man small
world play

To engage with symbolic play through small world
figures or role play, representing characters and
assigning roles

To develop phonological awareness through:
tuning in to sounds; copying rhythms and body
percussion; identifying initial sounds and
alliteration; recognising syllables in names;
rhyming words and patterns
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Curriculum Intention 5
To lay the foundations to
become a confident writer

Literacy: Writing

To mark-make with a
range of resources,
including large
paintbrushes on
vertical surfaces, paint
on easel and chalks on
floor

To use small tools e.g.
hole punch

To develop scissor skills
To make controlled

marks which carry
meaning

To squeeze, pinch, roll
and mould playdough
or clay — develop finger
strength

To roll balls across the
floor — developing

hand-eye coordination

To use small tools e.g.
hole punch

To develop scissor skills

To squeeze, pinch, roll
and mould playdough
or clay — develop finger
strength

To roll balls across the
floor — developing
hand-eye coordination

To use small tools e.g.
hole punch, scissor
skills, a hammer with
nails at the woodwork
bench

To incorporate mark-
making into play e.g.
shopping lists,
messages, maps and
pictures

To squeeze, pinch, roll
and mould playdough
or clay — develop finger
strength

To roll balls across the
floor — clay owls,
developing hand-eye
coordination

To use small tools e.g.
hole punch, scissor
skills, a hammer with
nails at the woodwork
bench

To incorporate mark-
making into play e.g.
shopping lists,
messages, maps and
pictures

To squeeze, pinch, roll
and mould playdough
or clay — develop finger
strength

To roll balls across the
floor — developing
hand-eye coordination

To develop fine motor
control — e.g. opening
pegs, threading pipe-
cleaners into colanders,
threading pasta and
puzzles

To engage with
painting, refining their
grip on a range of paint
brushes — painting
sticks painting a Stick
Man

To use a developing
pen grip through adult
modelling

To make controlled
marks which carry
meaning - drawing eyes
and smile on a Stick
Man

To develop fine motor
control —e.g. opening
pegs, threading pipe-
cleaners into colanders,
threading pasta and
puzzles — Christmas
decorations

To engage with
painting, refining their
grip on a range of paint
brushes

To use a developing
pen grip through adult
modelling

To make controlled
marks which carry
meaning

Curriculum Intention 6
To take care of their
environment and begin to
understand changes

Understanding the World

To begin to use
vocabulary to describe
family events

Fireworks and other
celebrations: birthdays

To pursue their own
interests in the wider
world using relevant
non-fiction books,
posters and the
Internet

To demonstrate care
for living things, using
real-life examples
where possible — ow!
baby visit

To observe changes
through growth,
including birth and
death where
appropriate

To pursue their own
interests in the wider
world using relevant
non-fiction books,
posters and the

To pursue their own
interests in the wider
world using relevant
non-fiction books,
posters and the
Internet — use Rosa’s
Big Bridge Experiment
book and non-fiction
bridge information to
create bridges for small
world, soft toy goats
and, outside, for
themselves

To begin to understand
individual responsibility
for looking after the
environment — link to
Goldilocks making a
mess in the kitchen and
messing up the beds

To engage with a recipe
or sequence card to
create playdough or
paint - playdough
station to make own
dough

To notice changes in
the weather and
environment and link
these to different
seasons — look at
weather changs in Stick
Man

To pursue their own
interests in the wider
world using relevant
non-fiction books,
posters and the
internet — weather
books

To explore the process

To pursue their own
interests in the wider
world using relevant
non-fiction books,
posters and the
internet — weather
books

To explore the process
of changes in materials,
e.g. experiment with
freezing and melting —
melting chocolate to
dip fruit in for a party

To engage with a recipe
or sequence card to

Nursery Topic 2 Overview

Page 4




[ J
0/—\* Inspiring Futures

Chestnuts ;
ARY SCHOO! through Learning

RIMA

A4

Internet

of changes in materials,
e.g. experiment with
freezing and melting —
ice in tuff tray, sticks
and leaves frozen in ice,
tools to get out

To engage with a recipe
or sequence card to
create paint

create paint — powder
paint

Curriculum Intention 7
To understand that they
are part of a diverse
community within Milton
Keynes, England

Understanding the World
/ Personal, Social and
Emotional Development

To pursue their own
interests in the wider
world using relevant
non-fiction books,
posters and the
internet — fire safety
books

To learn songs, explore
instruments and listen
to music relating to
different cultures —
Make firework music
with instruments and
play instruments to
fireworks

To identify themselves
in a mirror, taking
notice of facial features

To observe similarities
and differences with
others

To notice different
languages that are
spoken

To begin to use
vocabulary to describe
family events

To share experiences of
different countries

To learn songs, explore
instruments and listen
to music relating to
different cultures

To develop a rich
vocabulary through
adults modelling,
commenting and
providing a range of
new and motivating
experiences - such as
visitors to the setting,
curious artefacts,
stories, non-fiction
books and problem-
solving — owl| baby visit

To develop a rich
vocabulary through
adults modelling,
commenting on and
providing a range of
new and motivating
experiences - such as
visitors to the setting,
curious artefacts,
stories, non-fiction
books and problem-
solving

To develop a rich
vocabulary through
adults modelling,
commenting on and
providing a range of
new and motivating
experiences - such as
visitors to the setting,
curious artefacts,
stories, non-fiction
books and problem-
solving

To begin to use
vocabulary to describe
family events

To notice different
clothes

To develop a rich
vocabulary through
adults modelling,
commenting on and
providing a range of
new and motivating
experiences - such as
visitors to the setting,
curious artefacts,
stories, non-fiction
books and problem-
solving

To make links to the
past - Children’s own
Christmas or
celebration and baby
photos

To notice different
languages that are
spoken — learn to say
Happy Christmas in
different nursery
languages — e.g. Polish,
Greek, English, Italian

To identify pictures of
celebrations at home —
Christmas, Diwali, etc

To prepare a range of
different seasonal and
cultural food —
Christmas party food

Curriculum Intention 8
To develop number sense

White Rose Maths
Pattern 2 Steps 1, 2, 3,
4

White Rose Maths
Pattern 2 Steps 5, 6

White Rose Maths
Subitising 1, 2, 3

Link to The Three Billy
Goats Gruff

Continuous Provision:

To engage in the

White Rose Maths
Shape, Space and
Measure 2 Steps 1, 2, 3

White Rose Maths
Space, Shape and
Measure 2 Steps 4,5, 6
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Mathematics

To join in with repeated
actions in songs

To join in with repeats
in songs and stories

To sing some refrains
independently

To have a sense of daily
routines

To say what happens
next

To make arrangements
inart

White Rose Maths
Counting 2 Steps 1, 2, 3

To listen to model
saying 1, 2, 3 in play

To copy the sequence
of1,2and 3

To copy fingers to
represent 1, 2 and 3

To notice images in
books

To respond to “I see 1,
2,3

To recognise “I see 1, 2,
3"

White Rose Maths
Counting 2 Steps 4, 5, 6

To begin to count
actions

To say number names
in order

To begin to recognise
that anything can be
counted

counting sequence
when playing - lots of 3

White Rose Maths
Subitising 1 Steps 3, 4,
5,6

To respond to simple
language of position

To arrange blocks in a
chosen position

To select shapes for a
space

To recognise when 2
objects are the same
shape

To explore and describe
shapes and objects

To sort shapes and
objects into simple
categories

Curriculum Intention 9
To develop a sense of
space

Mathematics

To develop ‘Bilateral
control’ - co-ordinate
both sides of body at
same time by moving
limbs with control on
each side of their body
- slow snow angels with
arms and legs moving
at the same time

To engage in practical
activities to develop
understanding of
position and shape

To engage with
construction resources,
including small unit
blocks, large hollow
blocks, polydrons -
polydron fireworks

To develop ‘Bilateral
control’ - co-ordinate
both sides of body at
same time by moving
limbs with control on
each side of their body
- slow snow angels with
arms and legs moving
at the same time

To cross the ‘midline’ —
e.g. ribbon sticks; ‘this
is the way we wash our
face’

To engage in practical
activities to develop
understanding of
position and shape

To distinguish between
different sizes — sorting
and classifying

To understand and use
the following
vocabulary:
rough/smooth,
soft/jagged, long/short,
edge, corner, side,
straight, flat, 'curvy’,
'sloping', 'sticking out',
'roof shaped’

To distinguish between
different sizes — sorting
and classifying

Adults provide sensory
experiences with
accompanying
vocabulary to support
labelling of properties,
e.g. rough/smooth,
soft/jagged, long/short,
edge, corner, side,
straight, flat, 'curvy',
'sloping', 'sticking out’,
'roof shaped’

To distinguish between
different sizes — sorting
and classifying

Adults provide sensory
experiences with
accompanying
vocabulary to support
labelling of properties,
e.g. rough/smooth,
soft/jagged, long/short,
edge, corner, side,
straight, flat, 'curvy’,
'sloping', 'sticking out’,
'roof shaped’

To develop ‘bilateral
control’ - co-ordinate
both sides of body at
same time by moving
limbs with control on
each side of their body
e.g. slow snow angels
with arms and legs
moving at the same
time

To cross the ‘midline’
e.g. ribbon sticks and
rhymes: ‘this is the way
we wash our face’

To distinguish between
different sizes — sorting
and classifying

To build a tower by
stacking blocks - select
shapes according to

To develop ‘bilateral
control’ - co-ordinate
both sides of body at
same time by moving
limbs with control on
each side of their body
e.g. slow snow angels
with arms and legs
moving at the same
time

To cross the ‘midline’
e.g. ribbon sticks and
rhymes: ‘this is the way
we wash our face’

To distinguish between
different sizes — sorting
and classifying

To build a tower by
stacking blocks - select
shapes according to
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properties

Adults provide sensory
experiences with
accompanying
vocabulary to support
labelling of properties,
e.g. rough/smooth,
soft/jagged, long/short,
edge, corner, side,
straight, flat, 'curvy’,
'sloping', 'sticking out’,
'roof shaped’

properties

Adults provide sensory
experiences with
accompanying
vocabulary to support
labelling of properties,
e.g. rough/smooth,
soft/jagged, long/short,
edge, corner, side,
straight, flat, 'curvy’,
'sloping', 'sticking out’,
'roof shaped’

Curriculum Intention 10
To develop skills and
processes for self-
expression, creating with a
purpose in mind

Expressive Arts and
Design

To experiment with
different media and
tools, including
methods of
manipulating and
joining materials which
may include: collage,
recycled boxes, glue,
hole-punch, treasury
tags, elastic bands,
Sellotape dispenser,
split pins and scissors -
fireworks and poppies

To develop an auditory
memory for rhymes
and songs

To listen and respond
to a variety of musical
stimuli through body

movement, voice and
instruments - pennies
in Bonfire song

To experiment with
different media and
tools, including clay,
playdough, rolling pins,
cutters and sculpting
tools

To use methods of
joining materials which
may include: collage,
recycled boxes, glue,
hole-punch, treasury
tags, elastic bands,
Sellotape dispenser,
split pins and scissors

To develop an auditory
memory for rhymes
and songs

To listen and respond
to a variety of musical
stimuli through body

movement, voice and
instruments

To experiment with
different media and
tools, including clay,
playdough, rolling pins,
cutters and sculpting
tools

To use methods of
joining materials which
may include: collage,
recycled boxes, glue,
hole-punch, treasury
tags, elastic bands,
Sellotape dispenser,
split pins and scissors

To use methods of
joining materials which
may include: collage,
recycled boxes, glue,
hole-punch, treasury
tags, elastic bands,
Sellotape dispenser,
split pins and scissors —
to make a bridge to
hold a goat

To experiment with
different media and
tools, including
methods of
manipulating and
joining materials which
may include: clay and
playdough: rolling pins,
cutters, sculpting tools

Collage, recycled boxes,
glue, hole-punch,
treasury tags, elastic
bands, Sellotape
dispenser, split pins
and scissors

To develop an auditory
memory for rhymes
and songs

To listen and respond
to a variety of musical
stimuli through body

movement, voice and
instruments

To experiment with
different media and
tools, including
methods of
manipulating and
joining materials which
may include: clay and
playdough: rolling pins,
cutters, sculpting tools

Collage, recycled boxes,
glue, hole-punch,
treasury tags, elastic
bands, Sellotape
dispenser, split pins
and scissors

To develop an auditory
memory for rhymes
and songs

To listen and respond
to a variety of musical
stimuli through body

movement, voice and
instruments

To experiment with
different media and
tools, including
methods of
manipulating and
joining materials which
may include: clay and
playdough: rolling pins,
cutters, sculpting tools

Collage, recycled boxes,
glue, hole-punch,
treasury tags, elastic
bands, Sellotape
dispenser, split pins
and scissors
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