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Inspiring Futures

Chestnuts ,
SCHOO! through Learning

'RIMARY

Nursery Topic 3 Overview

Key events and dates: Shrove Tuesday, Lunar New Year, Eid
Curriculum intentions:
1. To be settled at nursery and be a confident learner.
To lay the foundations to become a confident communicator.
To attend to their own self-care needs and understand healthy living.
To lay the foundations to become a confident reader.
To lay the foundations to become a confident writer.
To take care of their environment and begin to understand changes.
To understand that they are a part of a diverse community.
To develop number sense.
To develop a sense of space.
To develop skills and processes for self-expression, creating with a purpose in mind

WO NOULE WD

.
©

Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

Week 5

Week 6

Core Text:
Peace at Last

Core Text:
Gruffalo’s Child

Experience — watching the
Gruffalo’s Child as if they
were at the cinema

Core Text:
Polar bear, polar bear,
what do you hear?

Core Text:
Dear Zoo

Core Text:
Monkey and Me

Core Text:
Mr Wolf’s Pancakes

Complimentary and
enjoyable reads

Five Minutes Peace

The Gruffalo
Other J Donaldson picture
texts

Bear Snores On
The Cave

Rumble in the Jungle
Dear Farm

Oh Dear!

Noah'’s Arc

Monkey Puzzle

Recipe book with pancake
recipe
Rhino’s Don’t Eat Pancakes

Curriculum Intention 1 To
be settled at nursery and
be a confident learner

Personal, Social and
Emotional Development

Jigsaw — Celebrating
Difference

To stay motivated when
doing something
challenging

To engage in nursery
routines (& learn names of
new children)

To play alongside peers

To assess risks and develop
a sense of responsibility

To keep trying even when it
is difficult

To name and express
feelings

To play and work
collaboratively

To show pride in what they
have done - art gallery
display

To work well with a partner
orina group

To demonstrate
understanding of rules and
boundaries

To have a positive attitude

To demonstrate consistent
levels of wellbeing

To develop pretend play

To play and work
collaboratively - games in
pairs or groups where
children choose the
challenge

To help others achieve their
goals

To develop their critical
thinking and meta-cognition
through adults using open-
ended questions,
wondering out loud, giving
feedback and making
suggestions

To work hard to achieve my
own dreams and goals

To have an awareness of
others and their feelings
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To show pride in what they
have done

Curriculum Intention 2
To lay the foundations to
become a confident
communicator

Communication and
Language

To develop joint attention
skills and attend to others

To talk experiences from
the Christmas holidays —
group time and a
PowerPoint of pictures

To tune in to other’s
communication attempts

To listen carefully in a range
of contexts

To develop their critical
thinking and meta-cognition
through adults using open-
ended questions,
‘wondering’ out loud, giving
feedback and making
suggestions, etc

To talk and listen to each
other and develop their
ability to sustain a longer
back-and-forth interaction

To listen carefully in a range
of contexts

To engage in role-play with
other children

To understand and use new
vocabulary: e.g. action
words, descriptive;
pronouns

To process their thinking
and express it, through the
adult sensitively pausing
and waiting and timing their
responses - what animal
would they like

To use longer sentences to
verbalise their
understanding of
experiences and learning -
send in photos of animals at
home

To continue a conversation
with adults or peers

To listen carefully in a range
of contexts

To use longer sentences to
verbalise their
understanding of
experiences and learning

To develop joint attention
skills and attend to others

To talk about cooking
experiences from the
Christmas holidays

To communicate using
alternative methods such as
visuals where necessary

To learn and use new
vocabulary e.g. recipe,
ingredients

To tune in to other’s
communication attempt -
circle time object to
promote one person talking
atatime

Curriculum Intention 3
To attend to their own
self-care needs and
understand healthy living

Personal, Social and
Emotional Development /
Physical Development

To include P.E. sessions —
Fundamentals Unit 1

P.E. Unit1
To develop balancing whilst
stationary and on the move

To-wash hands thoroughly -
model handwashing routine
and use glitter and water
germs activity

To engage in outdoor play

P.E. Unit1
To develop running and
stopping

To engage with dressing up
clothes e.g. putting on a
coat or apron

P.E. Unit 1
To develop changing
direction

P.E. Unit1
To develop jumping and
landing

To develop spatial
awareness, co-ordination
and agility

P.E. Unit1
To develop hopping and
landing with control

P.E. Unit1
To explore different ways to
travel

To use appropriate utensils
at the snack table, e.g.
round ended knife to
spread butter

To engage with cooking and
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and physical activity

To engage with dressing up
clothes - put on clothes and
apron, put on own coat,
practise putting on hat,
gloves, scarf etc according
to the climate

To assess own risks and
safety — reflect on ‘Is it
safe?’

tasting activities and
express own preferences of
food and drink — whole
group cooking, food tasting
- making pancakes on
portable induction hob to
eat

Curriculum Intention 4
To lay the foundations to
become a confident
reader

Literacy: Reading

To settle children with
familiar nursery rhymes &
core rhymes - Round and
Round the Garden, Teddy
Bear, Teddy Bear, Touch the
Ground

To listen to core stories

To engage with new
vocabulary

To join in with some
repeated refrains - ”| can’t
stand this”

To develop phonological
awareness - listening games
during group time

To make up their own
stories — using bears around

To make links with own
experiences and the story —
to include wintery walks
and snow experience

To notice the features and
details of books, e.g. cover,
title, illustrations, direction
of print, listen to core
stories and engage with
new vocabulary —drawing
book covers and being book
detectives in group time

To continue with rhymes
that use the whole body
throughout the term - tap
knees to the rhythm of the
book

To express understanding
about book content - non-
fiction books on animals

To engage with and
respond to stories, pictures
and characters, predicting
what happens next

To join in with some
repeated refrains e.g He
was too.... so | sent him
back

To make links with own
experiences and the story -
have you been to the zoo?

To begin to understand,
sequence and re-tell stories
using props

To make up their own
stories - recreate their own
Monkey and Me story

To use story telling
vocabulary — e.g. ‘Once
upon a time...’

To take part in re-telling
stories in their play or
express story ideas through
mark-making

To engage with and
respond to stories, pictures
and characters, predicting
what happens next

To make links with their
own experiences in the
story

To begin to understand,
sequence and re-tell stories
using props (ordering first,
then, next)

To engage in role play - role
play area pretend pancakes

To develop phonological
awareness
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the nursery to make up own
Peace at Last story.

To begin to hear initial
sounds through alliteration

Curriculum Intention 5
To lay the foundations to
become a confident writer

Literacy: Writing

Write Dance: My Dinky Car

To embed routine of
identifying name card and
making marks for name -
introduce self-registration
cards

To mark-make with a range
of resources - LCD tablets,
glitter and soap trays,
crayons, chalk etc

To re-establish name
writing on arrival at nursery
- have group time and adult
led practice writing names

To use anticlockwise
movements and retrace
vertical lines — Write Dance,
mark making in provision

Write Dance: Merry-Go-
Round

To incorporate mark-
making into play e.g.
shopping lists, messages,
maps, pictures

Write Dance: The
Procession

To give meaning to their
marks

Write Dance: Air Train

To use small tools e.g. use
hole punch, developing
scissor skills or use a
hammer with nails at the
woodwork bench

Write Dance: Tree and
Fairy Lights

To give meaning to their
marks - What animal are
you drawing for our class
story?

Write Dance: The Water
Shute (Big Water Shute)

To make links between
letter shapes in name and
environmental print - letter
hunt

Curriculum Intention 6
To take care of their
environment and begin to
understand changes

Understanding the World

To engage appropriately
with nursery resources -
caring for resources

To notice signs of life in the
environment - can we see
anything growing yet? If

To notice signs of life in the
environment — e.g. changes
in trees, plant growth,
minibeasts, birds - bulb
planting (hyacinth and
tulip), bug hunt in the
garden. If there are none,

To notice changes in the
weather and environment
and link them to different
seasons

To pursue their own
interests in the wider world

To demonstrate motivation
to find out more
information about their
curiosities and interests
related to the environment
- look at non-fiction books
about bugs

To experiment with changes
in materials e.g. making
own playdough or Oobleck
and observing what
happens

To engage appropriately
with nursery resources
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not, why not?

do they need a house?
Making bug houses

using relevant non-fiction
books, posters and the
internet

To notice signs of life in the
environment — e.g. changes
in trees, plant growth,
minibeasts, birds

Curriculum Intention 7
To understand that they
are part of a diverse
community within Milton
Keynes, England

Understanding the World
/ Personal, Social and
Emotional Development

To identify pictures of
celebrations - pictures from
home or from holidays

To learn and use the names
of new children in their key
group

To use vocabulary to
describe family events -
Christmas, New Year,
holiday celebrations

To learn songs, explore
instruments and listen to
music relating to different
cultures — paint, dance and
disco to different genres of
music

To notice different clothes

To talk about differences
and similarities with peers

To learn songs, explore
instruments and listen to
music relating to different
cultures - listen to jungle
themed music

To listen to stories of
different cultural and
religious events and begin
to identify relevant
artefacts

To talk about Pancake Day

To prepare a range of
seasonal and cultural food

To use vocabulary to
describe family events

Curriculum Intention 8
To develop number sense

Mathematics

White Rose Maths
Counting 3 Steps 1, 2, 3,4

To make actions when
saying counting words

To move fingers when
saying counting words

To count out up to 3 objects
from rhymes

To notice number labels as
symbols

White Rose Maths
Counting 3 Steps 5, 6

To label amounts as 1 and
not 1

To label amounts as 1, 2 or
3

To begin to use ordinal
numbers

To engage with cardinality
(last number said denotes
quantity)

To explore a pictogram
showing favourite foods

To engage with ‘dot cards’
to compare quantities and
recognise when quantities
change

White Rose Maths
Comparison 2 Steps 1, 2

To notice when 2
collections are the same

To make collections of small
objects the same

White Rose Maths
Comparison 2 Steps 3, 4, 5,
6

To make collections of large
objects the same

To recognise that two
collections are the same
using large and small
objects

To make collections the
same using large and small
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objects

To sort and talk about their
own collections

Curriculum Intention 9
To develop a sense of
space

Mathematics

To use vocabulary
associated with position:
words for time, space and
function — night and day in
Peace at Last

Adults provide sensory
experiences with
accompanying vocabulary
to support labelling of
properties - messy play

White Rose Maths Shape,
Space and Measure 3 Steps
1,2

To explore shape resources

To explore more complex
inset puzzles

To use positional language
using small world animals -
small word vocabulary in
provision and support with
group time

To develop bi-lateral
control - co-ordinate
flapping arms and gliding
like birds

White Rose Maths Shape,
Space and Measure 3 Steps
3,4,5,6

To talk about simple
positions

To move into simple
positions

To move through positions

To follow simple small
world routes

White Rose Maths Pattern
3Steps 1,2,3,4

To explore simple pattern
arrangements

To make roads and bridges
with intent

To choose blocks to copy
simple creations

To make simple line
patterns with objects

White Rose Maths Pattern
3 Steps 5,6

To make simple pattern
arrangements

To show an interest in
patterns and shapes

To use vocabulary
associated with position:
words for time, space and
function

Curriculum Intention 10
To develop skills and
processes for self-
expression, creating with a
purpose in mind

Expressive Arts and
Design

To explore mark-making
techniques through drawing
—e.g. draw what they did
on their holidays or the
presents received

To develop an auditory
memory for rhymes and
songs

To listen to and respond to
a variety of musical stimuli
through body movement,
voice and instruments

To explore colour mixing —
using paints and
watercolours

To explore different mark-
making techniques through
drawing

To explore colour mixing —
using paints and
watercolours

To develop artistic
expression through chosen
media

To develop artistic
expression through chosen
media

To explore colour mixing —
using paints and
watercolours
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To develop precision in
brush strokes and painting
techniques, including colour
mixing
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