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Key events and dates: Shrove Tuesday, Lunar New Year, Eid

Curriculum intentions:

1. To be settled at nursery and be a confident learner.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.  To develop number sense.
9. To develop a sense of space.
10.

Nursery Topic 4 Overview

To lay the foundations to become a confident communicator.

To attend to their own self-care needs and understand healthy living.
To lay the foundations to become a confident reader.
To lay the foundations to become a confident writer.
To take care of their environment and begin to understand changes.
To understand that they are a part of a diverse community.

To develop skills and processes for self-expression, creating with a purpose in mind
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Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

Week 5

Core Text:
Lunar New Year
Lunar New Year Story

Core Text:
The Gingerbread Man

Core Text:
The Three Little Pigs

Core Text:
We’re Going on a Bear Hunt

Core Text:
We’re Going on an Egg Hunt

Complimentary and
enjoyable reads

Lunar New Year non-fiction books

Non-fiction animal books
Recipe books

The Pig in the Pond
Where Does Pig Live?
Wonderful Wolves

There’s a Bear on my Chair
All About Bears (Level 1)
The Cave

Easter non-fiction books
Celebrating Easter books
The Odd Egg

Curriculum Intention 1 To
be settled at nursery and
be a confident learner

Personal, Social and
Emotional Development

Jigsaw — Healthy Me

To demonstrate understanding of
rules and boundaries

To take part in pretend play (e.g.
Chinese Restaurant)

To develop their critical thinking
and meta-cognition through
adults using open-ended
questions, wondering out loud,
giving feedback and making
suggestions

(predict what will happen when
gingerbread is placed in water)

To understand their own feelings
and those of others

To negotiate with friends

To manage own emotions and
behaviour

To comment on nursery school
activities and their learning —
review own work and photos

To show awareness of others and
their feelings

To name and express feelings

Revisit zones learning

To name and express feelings

To recognise what makes them
happy
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Curriculum Intention 2
To lay the foundations to
become a confident
communicator

Communication and
Language

To engage in roleplay with other
children

To listen carefully in a range of
contexts

To use longer sentences to
verbalise their understanding of
experiences and learning

Look at pics of the gingerbread
dough making and talk about
what they did

To talk about their favourite book

To retell their favourite story

To apply new vocabulary in
context

To listen carefully in a range of
contexts

To use longer sentences to
verbalise their understanding of
experiences and learning

To name emotions and make links
to their own experiences

To develop empathy — through
adults modelling appropriate
physical and verbal responses and
explaining other children’s
feelings

To understand and use new
vocabulary: e.g. action words,
descriptive; pronouns

To begin to explain their thinking
using ‘because’, ‘and’, and ‘or’

To use longer sentences to
verbalise their understanding of
experiences and

learning

To continue a conversation with
adults or peers

Curriculum Intention 3
To attend to their own
self-care needs and
understand healthy living

Personal, Social and
Emotional Development /
Physical Development

To include P.E. sessions —
Gymnastics

P.E. Unit 1. Theme: Rainforest
Animals

To copy and create shapes with
their body

To independently use the toilet

To practice good hygiene (hand
washing, toilet flushing, nose
blowing)

P.E. Unit 1. Theme: Woodland
Animals

To be able to create shapes whilst
on apparatus

To engage with cooking and
tasting activities

Making gingerbread people
through sequence cards - adult
supported

To identify healthy and unhealthy
food

P.E. Unit 1. Theme: Lakeland
Animals

To develop balancing and taking
weight on different body parts

P.E. Unit 1. Theme: Desert
Animals

To develop jumping and landing
safely

P.E. Unit 1. Theme: Sea Animals
To develop rocking and rolling
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Curriculum Intention 4
To lay the foundations to
become a confident
reader

Literacy: Reading

To make up their own stories

To begin to understand, sequence
and re-tell stories using props —
retell Lunar New Year story

To engage with and respond to
stories, pictures and characters,
predicting what happens next

To read recipes to make
gingerbread

To take part in re-telling stories in
their play or express story ideas
through mark-making -
Gingerbread man story maps

To use story telling vocabulary-
e.g. ‘Once upon a time’

To express understanding about
book content

To engage with, and respond to
stories, pictures and characters,
predicting what happens next
(walking story)

To use story telling vocabulary e.g.
‘Once upon a time’

To engage with and respond to
stories, pictures and characters,
predicting what happens next

To make links with own
experiences and the story

To begin to understand sequence
and re-tell stories using props

Possible visit to Howe Park Wood

To use new vocabulary in context

To have positive, independent
interactions with books

Easter book display

Curriculum Intention 5
To lay the foundations to
become a confident writer

Literacy: Writing

Write Dance: The Gateway

To experiment with ‘Chinese’
writing
Fine Motor — using chopsticks to

pick up items

To writing orders in the Chinese
Restaurant roleplay

Write Dance: Dear Sun, Dear
Moon

To give meaning to their marks

To begin to identify name card
(without photo) and make marks
to represent name

Make own name labels for
gingerbread men to take home

Write Dance: Sandy Hill

To use tools with increasing
precision

To identify name card (without
photo) and make marks to
represent name

To identify initial sounds and
match to some letters in name

Write Dance: Kringeli — Krangeli

To identify initial sounds and
match to some letters in name

Write Dance: Pancakes

To give meaning to their marks

To use a developing pen grip
through adult modelling

Name writing and person drawing
focus

Curriculum Intention 6
To take care of their
environment and begin to
understand changes

Understanding the World

To notice changes in the weather
and environment and link to
different seasons

To pursue their own interests in
the wider world using relevant
non-fiction books, posters and the
internet

To notice signs of life in the
environment —e.g. changes in
trees, plant growth, minibeasts,
birds

To experiment with changes in
materials e.g. dough to biscuit

To engage with recipe or
sequence cards with adult support
to make gingerbread dough

To demonstrate motivation to find
out more information about their

curiosities and interests related to
the environment

To experiment with changes in
materials, e.g. engage with recipe
and sequence cards with adult
support

Making Oobleck together

To explain understanding of life
cycles using some correct
vocabulary

To notice and understand
seasonal change using some

correct vocabulary

School grounds walk
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Curriculum Intention 7
To understand that they
are part of a diverse
community within Milton
Keynes, England

Understanding the World
/ Personal, Social and
Emotional Development

To notice different clothes

To prepare a range of seasonal
and cultural food - making stir fry
noodles, seaweed tasting

To listen to stories of different
cultural and religious events, and
begin to identify artefacts — Lunar
New Year

To participate in a range of
creative activities linked to
cultural events — dragon dancing

To learn songs, explore
instruments, listen to music
relating to different cultures —
Chinese New Year song

To talk about differences and
similarities with peers

To find out about different types
of houses in this country and in
other countries — link to 3 Little
Pigs houses

To notice different clothes — how
can we look after our clothes? Do
you think the characters who

went on a bear hunt got muddy?

To participate in a range of
creative activities linked to
cultural events -
Easter Egg Hunt

Curriculum Intention 8
To develop number sense

Mathematics

White Rose Maths
Counting 4 Steps 1-6

To choose a group to count
To take out 2 from a group
To take out 3 from a group
To give others 2 items
To give others 3 items

To count 3 objects with one-to-
one correspondence

To begin to use ordinal numbers
in relation to Chinese New Year

race

Make counting wands

White Rose Maths
Subitising 2 Steps 1-4

To copy fingers to show 1
To copy fingers to show 2
To copy fingers to show 3

To show 1 finger when seeing 1
item in stories

White Rose Maths
Subitising 2 Steps 5-6

To show 2 or 3 fingers when
seeing 2 or 3 in stories

To show 1, 2 or 3 on fingers when
asked

Pattern 4 Steps 1, 2

To join in fully with sequences and
songs

To sing rhymes independently

White Rose Maths
Pattern 4 Steps 3-6

To lead sequences and songs

To read on in familiar repeating
stories

To copy art-based simple patterns

To explore own line and repeating
patterns in art

To develop 1:1 counting -
counting eggs from egg hunts —
adult led and child initiated in
provision
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Curriculum Intention 9
To develop a sense of
space

Mathematics

To develop understanding of
positional language: ‘in between’,
‘in front of’, ‘behind’ - where is
the gingerbread man hiding?
game

Adults provide sensory
experiences with accompanying
vocabulary to support labelling of
properties, eg rough/smooth,
soft/jagged, long/short, edge,
corner, side, straight, flat, 'curvy’,
'sloping', 'sticking out', 'roof
shaped’ - straw, sticks, mud, toy
houses, junk modelling houses

To describe a route, e.g. across an
obstacle course, or a familiar
route - outside obstacle course

White Rose Maths
Shape, Space and Measure 4
Steps 1-6

To match simple shapes

To push some shapes and blocks
together

To make simple arrangements
To talk about arrangements
To follow simple rules outside

To follow toys around a simple
route

Curriculum Intention 10
To develop skills and
processes for self-
expression, creating with a
purpose in mind

Expressive Arts and
Design

To explore different mark-making
techniques through drawing and
painting — drag nail brush/comb
through paint to make horses
mane

To explore watercolours — red and
yellow focus, mixing to make
orange

To develop artistic expression
through chosen media

To decide on what they want to
make, choose materials and safely
combine using appropriate
procedures -

3 Little Pig houses Junk modelling
plus sticks and straw

Clay and playdough: rolling pins,
cutters, sculpting tools

Collage: recycled boxes, glue,
hole-punch, treasury tags, elastic
bands, Sellotape dispenser, split
pins, scissors

Collage scenes from the story with
recycled, natural and available
materials

To explore colour mixing — to
paint Easter Eggs
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