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Nursery Topic 5 Overview 
 

Key events and dates:  Shrove Tuesday, Lunar New Year, Eid 

Curriculum intentions: 

1. To be settled at nursery and be a confident learner.  

2. To lay the foundations to become a confident communicator. 

3. To attend to their own self-care needs and understand healthy living.  

4. To lay the foundations to become a confident reader. 

5. To lay the foundations to become a confident writer.  

6. To take care of their environment and begin to understand changes.  

7. To understand that they are a part of a diverse community.  

8. To develop number sense.  

9. To develop a sense of space.  

10. To develop skills and processes for self-expression, creating with a purpose in mind  

 

 Week 1  Week 2  Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 

 Traditional Tale and Story 

Language 

 

Core Text:  

The Three Little Pigs 

 

Life Cycles 

 

Core Text: What the 

Ladybird Heard 

 

Planting and Growing  

 

Core Text:  

The Tiny Seed 

Planting and Growing  

 

Core Text:  

(non-fiction) 

A Fruit is a Suitcase for 

Seeds 

 

 

 

Planting and Growing  

 

Core Text:  

Errol’s Garden 

 

Rhyming words 

 

Core Text:  

Oi Frog! 

Complimentary and 

enjoyable reads 

The Pig in the Pond 

Where Does Pig Live? 

Wonderful Wolves 

 

Mad About Minibeasts 

 

Non-fiction Minibeast 

books 

 

Titch 

 

Ten Seeds - Ruth Brown 

Handa’s Surprise 

 

Fruits - A Caribbean 

Counting Poem 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oliver’s Vegetables 

 

The Runaway Pea 

 

Oi Dog 

 

Oi Cat 
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Curriculum Intention 1 To 

be settled at nursery and 

be a confident learner 

 

 

Personal, Social and 

Emotional Development 

 

Jigsaw – Relationships 

To understand group time 

expectations  

To demonstrate 

understanding of rules and 

boundaries - support 

development of self-

regulation through 

mindfulness activities 

To begin to comment on 

involvement with nursery 

activities and their learning 

 

 

 

To understand own feelings 

and those of others - revisit 

Zones of Regulation: Green 

and Yellow zones 

 

To understand own feelings 

and those of others - revisit 

Zones of Regulation: Blue 

and Red zones 

 

To demonstrate 

independent involvement in 

nursery school activities 

deepens and lasts for longer 

periods of time 

 

To demonstrate 

independent involvement in 

nursery school activities 

deepens and lasts for longer 

periods of time 

 

To comment on nursery 

school activities and their 

learning - look at and 

discuss own photo files and 

work samples with an adult 

in provision 

 

To comment on nursery 

school activities and their 

learning – look at and 

discuss own photo files and 

work samples with an adult 

in provision 

 

Curriculum Intention 2 

To lay the foundations to 

become a confident 

communicator 

 

Communication and 

Language 

To talk about their favourite 

book 

To retell their favourite 

story 

To apply new vocabulary in 

context 

To listen carefully in a range 

of contexts 

To use longer sentences to 

verbalise their 

understanding of 

experiences and learning 

 

To show a genuine interest 

in knowing more: “This 

looks amazing, I need to 

know more about this.”  

 

To name emotions and 

make links to their own 

experiences - Zones of 

Regulation link 

To name emotions and 

make links to their own 

experiences - Zones of 

Regulation link 

 

To apply new vocabulary in 

context – seed, plant, 

compost, watering can, 

trowel, gardening gloves 

 

Adult modelling of question 

formation – support 

children to ask questions to 

each other and listen to 

responses  

 

To listen carefully in a range 

of contexts 

To use longer sentences to 

verbalise their 

understanding of 

experiences and learning 

 

To process their thinking 

and express it, through the 

adult sensitively pausing 

and waiting and timing their 

responses – link to 

discussion when reviewing 

their own photos and work 

samples 

To process their thinking 

and express it, through the 

adult sensitively pausing 

and waiting and timing their 

responses - link to 

discussion when reviewing 

their own photos and work 

samples 
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Curriculum Intention 3  

To attend to their own 

self-care needs and 

understand healthy living 

 

Personal, Social and 

Emotional Development / 

Physical Development  

 

To include P.E. sessions – 

Ball Skills 

P.E. Unit 1. Theme: Beetles 

To develop rolling a ball to a 

target 

 

To practice good hygiene 

(hand washing, toilet 

flushing, nose blowing)   

 

To assess own risks and 

safety – reflect on “Is it 

safe?” 

-garden obstacle courses, 

area around the climbing 

frame. 

Intro simple risk 

assessments for the 

children to complete 

outside 

 

P.E. Unit 1. Theme: Busy 

Bees 

To develop stopping a 

rolling ball 

 

To wash and dry hands 

when needed  

 

To access the snack table - 

(sharing and distribution 

focus on 3 parts each 

children serve themselves 

and others and check 

amounts are shared 

equally) 

 

 

 

 

P.E. Unit 1. Theme: 

Ladybirds and Butterflies 

To develop accuracy when 

throwing to a target 

 

To develop co-ordination 

through climbing/ hanging 

on A-frames/climbing 

frames, balancing, 

wheeled toys 

P.E. Unit 1. Theme: 

Grasshoppers 

To develop bouncing and 

catching.a bal 

 

To develop co-ordination 

through climbing/ hanging 

on A-frames/climbing 

frame, balancing, 

wheeled toys 

 

To engage with food 

activities and express own 

preferences of food/drink 

(size/weight comparisons -

is there enough/too much? 

Sharing quantities) - make 

fruit salad – chopping fruit 

with knives 

 

 

P.E. Unit 1. Theme: 

Caterpillars 

To develop dribbling a ball 

with their feet 

 

To access clothes 

independently appropriate 

to the climate  

  

To demonstrate increasing 

skill in physical activities 

(co-ordination, spatial 

awareness, balance  

 

P.E. Unit 1. Theme: Spriders 

To develop kicking a ball 

 

To begin to manage buttons 

and zips 

Curriculum Intention 4  

To lay the foundations to 

become a confident 

reader 

 

Literacy: Reading 

To express understanding 

about book content  

 

To engage with and 

respond to stories, pictures 

and characters, predicting 

what happens next - 

walking story 

To use story telling 

vocabulary- e.g. ‘Once upon 

a time’ 

 

To demonstrate 

phonological awareness:  

Clapping syllables in names  

 

To engage with and 

respond to 

stories, pictures and 

characters, predicting what 

happens next 

To join in with some 

repeated refrains   

 

 

 

 

To demonstrate 

phonological awareness: 

Clapping syllables in names, 

alliteration of names  

To engage with new 

vocabulary around seeds 

and planting 

To express understanding 

about book content   

To enjoy listening to longer 

stories 

To demonstrate 

phonological awareness: 

Clapping syllables in names, 

alliteration of names, 

identifying initial 

sounds and then other 

sounds in words 

To notice the features and 

details of books, e.g. cover, 

title, illustrations, direction 

of print   

 

To demonstrate 

phonological awareness: 

Clapping syllables in names, 

alliteration of names, 

identifying initial 

sounds and then other 

sounds in words 

To notice the features and 

details of books, e.g. cover, 

title, illustrations, direction 

of print   

 

To demonstrate 

phonological awareness: 

Clapping syllables in names, 

alliteration – of names, 

identifying initial 

sounds and then other 

sounds in words, 

identifying and extending 

rhymes  
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Curriculum Intention 5 

To lay the foundations to 

become a confident writer 

 

Literacy: Writing 

Write Dance: Pat a Cake: 

Pancakes  

 

To give meaning to marks 

 

To use tools with increasing 

precision- scissor focus  

 

To identify name card 

(without photo) and make 

marks to represent name 

 

To establish name writing 

routines – e.g. on arrival 

and on artwork  

 

Write Dance: The Staircase 

 

(Ongoing throughout the 

term) To establish and 

continue name writing 

routines – e.g. arrival and 

on artwork  

 

To incorporate mark-

making into play, e.g. maps 

- link to core text   

Write Dance: The Toy Train 

 

To use a developing pen 

grip through adult 

modelling - write name 

labels for photo cress pots 

 

Gross Motor: Roll balls 

across the floor (hand-eye 

coordination) – in paint on 

large paper to hit target on 

other side   

Write Dance: Tickle Tree 

  

To use small tools with 

some accuracy - golf tees 

and small wooden hammers 

in vegetables 

 

To use small tools, e.g.  use 

hole punch, developing 

scissor skills - cutting 

patterns, hole punching 

laminated labels for plants  

 

Write Dance: The Rainbow 

 

To use small tools with 

some accuracy - golf tees 

and small wooden hammers 

in vegetables 

 

To incorporate mark-

making into 

play, e.g. shopping lists, 

messages, maps, pictures. 

Maps and plan of the 

garden and where the 

plants are 

  

To make controlled marks 

which carry meaning - 

pictures and labels for 

plants and seeds  

(laminate for outside) 

 

 

 

Write Dance: Little Sun 

 

To make links between 

letter shapes in name and 

in environmental print   

 

To engage with puzzles (fine 

motor) 

Curriculum Intention 6 

To take care of their 

environment and begin to 

understand changes 

 

Understanding the World 

To demonstrate motivation 

to find out more 

information about their 

curiosities and interests 

related to the environment 

 

To demonstrate care for 

living things, using real-life 

examples where possible  

-introduce Bugland with 

ladybird larvae 

-small pet visit 

 

To observe changes through 

growth. 

-planting and caring for 

cress seeds – inside 

-planting sunflower seeds in 

small pots - plant out in a 

few weeks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To experience and 

understand life cycles of 

plants 

-planting flower seeds and 

young plants in tyres and 

tubs - outside 

To experience and 

understand life cycles of 

plants 

-planting flower seeds and 

young plants in tyres and 

tubs - outside 

To follow a simple recipe 

card for playdough/paint 

mixing/mud kitchen   

-dough station, paint mixing 

station 

-outdoor kitchen recipe 
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Curriculum Intention 7 

To understand that they 

are part of a diverse 

community within Milton 

Keynes, England 

 

Understanding the World 

/ Personal, Social and 

Emotional Development 

Re-visit and for new 

summer term children: To 

learn and use the names of 

children in their key group 

 

To find out about different 

types of houses in this 

country and in other 

countries  

- link to The Three Little Pigs 

houses 

 

To talk about themselves in 

celebration pictures  

- see pictures sent in from 

home and make a Nursery 

book 

After close observation, to 

draw pictures of the natural 

world, including animals 

and plants 

To develop a rich 

vocabulary through adults 

modelling, commenting and 

providing a range of new 

and motivational 

experiences (such as non-

fiction books and problem-

solving)  

 

After close observation, to 

draw pictures of the natural 

world, including animals 

and plants 

 

To learn songs, explore 

instruments, listen to music 

relating to different 

cultures Calypso music – 

link to Caribbean Counting 

poem 

 

After close observation, to 

draw pictures of the natural 

world, including animals 

and plants 

To positively interact with 

the outside world, take 

supported 

risks, appropriate 

to themselves and the 

environment within which 

they are in 

- within the Nursery garden 

and the school field 

Curriculum Intention 8 

To develop number sense 

  

Mathematics 

White Rose Maths  

Subitising 3 Steps 1-4 

 

To become familiar with dot 

patterns 

 

To say when there is one 

dot 

 

To say when there are two 

dots 

 

To recognise one and two in 

different arrangements 

 

White Rose Maths  

Subitising 3 Steps 5-6 

 

To say when there are three 

dots 

 

To recognise 1, 2, and 3 in 

different arrangements  

 

 

 

 White Rose Maths  

Counting 5 Steps 1-4 

 

To sing rhymes to 5 and join 

in with movements 

 

To move props to 5 

 

To move props back from 5 

 

To show fingers to 5  

 

White Rose Maths 

Counting 5 Steps 5-6 

 

To begin to count 5 objects 

with 1:1 correspondence   

 

To match numerals to 

quantities when acting out 

songs 

 

White Rose Maths 

Comparison 3 Steps 1-2 

  

To compare up to 5 

different objects 

 

To compare by matching  

 

White Rose Maths 

Comparison 3 Steps 3-6 

 

To make the same set by 

matching 

 

To match by type 

 

To recognise attributes by 

objects 

 

To begin to sort some 

objects to a type 
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Curriculum Intention 9 

To develop a sense of 

space 

 

Mathematics 

To take part in sensory 

experiences with 

accompanying vocabulary 

to support labelling of 

properties, e.g. 

rough/smooth, soft/jagged, 

long/short, edge, corner, 

side, straight, flat, 'curvy', 

'sloping', 'sticking out', 'roof 

shaped’ 

- straw, sticks, mud, toy 

houses, junk modelling 

houses 

 

White Rose Maths  

Pattern 5 Steps 1-2 

 

To sing their own songs 

independently  

 

To clap in time to a beat 

White Rose Maths  

Pattern 5 Steps 3-6 

 

To make and talk about 

movement patterns 

 

To talk about objects in 

patterns and arrangements  

 

To copy AB patterns with 

support 

 

To continue AB patterns 

with support 

 

 To notice the properties of 

dry and wet/damp sand - 

notice differences in 

sand/water pouring 

through sieves/colanders 

Wet and dry sand available 

at the same time 

 

To compare the amount of 

water/sand in different 

containers by pouring from 

one to another 

To rotate puzzle pieces of 

increasing complexity 

- 12-20 piece jigsaws 

Curriculum Intention 10 

To develop skills and 

processes for self-

expression, creating with a 

purpose in mind 

 

Expressive Arts and 

Design 

To decide on what they 

want to make, choose 

materials and safely 

combine using appropriate 

procedures 

- The Three Little Pig houses 

junk modelling plus sticks 

and straw 

 

To experiment with 

different media and tools:    

clay and sculpting tools   

 

To explore colour, mixing 

and water colours  

- watercolours and page 

copies from The Tiny Seed 

as stimulus. Real seeds to 

add to painted creations 

To explore transient art 

through natural resources, 

loose parts - transient fruit 

and natural parts art and 

take photo own photo on 

iPad to record. 

 

To use imagination and 

knowledge to create 

representations of objects - 

observational fruit drawing 

on easels 

 

To respond to artistic 

stimuli through drawing 

- observational vegetable 

drawing on easels 

 

To listen to and respond to 

a variety of musical stimuli 

through body movement, 

voice and instruments   

- music inside and outside – 

outdoor stage (mats/blocks) 

for dance shows 

 


