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Nursery Topic 6 Overview 
 

Key events and dates:   

Curriculum intentions: 

1. To be settled at nursery and be a confident learner.  

2. To lay the foundations to become a confident communicator. 

3. To attend to their own self-care needs and understand healthy living.  

4. To lay the foundations to become a confident reader. 

5. To lay the foundations to become a confident writer.  

6. To take care of their environment and begin to understand changes.  

7. To understand that they are a part of a diverse community.  

8. To develop number sense.  

9. To develop a sense of space.  

10. To develop skills and processes for self-expression, creating with a purpose in mind  

 

 Week 1  Week 2  Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 

Suggested Provocation 

and Core texts 

Life Cycles 

 

Core Text: 

The Very Hungry 

Caterpillar 

Life Cycles 

 

Core Text:  

The Very Hungry 

Caterpillar continued 

 

 

 

Rhyme identification  

 

Core Text: 

Shark in the Park.   

 

Sharing and Kindness 

 

Core Text:  

Sharing a shell  

 

 

Recycling 

 

Core Text:  

The Odd Fish 

Food preparation  

 

Core Text:  

Picnic by John 

Burningham  

Core Text 

Duck in a Truck 

Complimentary and 

enjoyable reads 

The Woolly Caterpillar 
 

The Wriggly Wiggly 

Caterpillar 
 

Mad About Minibeasts 
 

The Crunching 

Munching Caterpillar   

The Woolly Caterpillar 
 
The Wriggly Wiggly 

Caterpillar 

 

Mad About Minibeasts  
 
The Crunching 

Munching Caterpillar 

 

 

 

 

 

Hark Hark all about 

sharks!  

 

Non-Fiction shark 

books 

 

Who’s at the Seaside? 
 
Billy’s Bucket 
 
What lives in a shell? 

 

 

 

 

Fidgety Fish 

 

The Life of a Little 

Plastic Bottle  

You Choose  

 

This is the Bear and the 

Picnic Lunch 

 

Tough Trucks 
 

Mr Gumpy’s Outing 
 

Stuck in the Mud 
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Curriculum Intention 1  

To be settled at nursery 

and be a confident learner 

 

 

Personal, Social and 

Emotional Development 

 

Jigsaw – Changing Me 

To name different parts 

of the body (head, 

body, eyes, mouth, 

ears, nose, arms, 

hands, legs. feet 

To have awareness of 

others and their 

feelings – revisit Zones 

of Regulation 

To comment on 

nursery school 

activities and their own 

learning (asking who, 

what, why, when) 

questions related to 

butterfly growing) 
 

To understand what is 

good for our bodies 

 

To have awareness of 

others and their 

feelings – revisit Zones 

of Regulations 

To understand how our 

bodies have changed 

since we were babies 

To have awareness of 

others and their 

feelings – revisit Zones 

of Regulation 

 

To understand that 

plants change and 

grow, just like us 

 

To have awareness of 

others and their 

feelings – revisit Zones 

of Regulation 

 

 

To talk about our 

feelings towards school 

 

To talk about and 

reflect on their own 

learning – own work, 

photos and displays 

over the year 

To talk about and 

reflect on their own 

learning – own work, 

photos and displays 

over the year 

 

To practice good 

hygiene – make own 

sandwiches 

 

          To access clothes 

independently that are 

appropriate to the 

climate  

 

To show pride in what 

they have done 

Curriculum Intention 2 

To lay the foundations to 

become a confident 

communicator 

 

Communication and 

Language 

To apply new 

vocabulary in context  

To use longer 

sentences to verbalise 

their understanding of 

experiences and 

learning 

To continue a 

conversation with 

adults or peers 

 

To apply new 

vocabulary in context  

To use longer 

sentences to verbalise 

their understanding of 

experiences and 

learning 

To continue a 

conversation with 

adults or peers 

 

 

To use longer 

sentences to verbalise 

their understanding of 

experiences and 

learning 

 

To apply new 

vocabulary in context - 

naming sharks in non-

fiction shark book 

To apply new 

vocabulary in context - 

learning the name of 

sea creatures and 

playing under the sea 

bingo game 

 

To use longer 

sentences to verbalise 

their understanding of 

experiences and 

learning 

 

To apply new 

vocabulary in context – 

learning the name and 

how to describe types 

of recycling 

 

To use longer 

sentences to verbalise 

their understanding of 

experiences and 

learning 

 To develop their critical 

thinking and meta-

cognition through 

adults using open 

ended questions - 

‘wondering’ out loud, 

giving feedback and 

making suggestions, 

etc. 

 

To talk and listen to 

each other and develop 

their ability to sustain a 

longer back-and-forth 

interaction 
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Curriculum Intention 3  

To attend to their own 

self-care needs and 

understand healthy living 

 

Personal, Social and 

Emotional Development / 

Physical Development  

 

To include P.E. sessions – 

Balance Bikes 

P.E. Unit: Balance Bikes 

To control the bike 

safely  

 

To wash and dry hands 

when needed    

 

To access the snack 

table (sharing and 

distribution)   

 

P.E. Unit: Balance Bikes 

To start the bike using 

your whole foot 

 

To wash and dry hands 

when needed  

 

To access the snack 

table (sharing and 

distribution)   

 

 

 

 

P.E. Unit: Balance Bikes 

To push and glide with 

both feet off the 

ground 

 

To develop co-

ordination through 

climbing/ hanging on A-

frames/climbing 

frames, balancing, 

wheeled toys 

 

To notice changes in 

their body as result of 

physical activity   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P.E. Unit: Balance Bikes 

To glide whilst steering 

the bike Part 1 

 

To develop co-

ordination through 

climbing/ hanging on A-

frames/climbing frame, 

balancing, 

wheeled toys 

 

To notice changes in 

their body as result of 

physical activity   

 

 

P.E. Unit: Balance Bikes 

To glide whilst steering 

the bike Part 2 

 

To engage with 

dressing up clothes - 

put on coat or apron   

 

To pour drinks from 

jugs (capacity)   

 

To pull up trousers and 

put on shoes   

 

P.E. Unit: Balance Bikes 

To push and glide with 

both feet off the 

ground 

 

To engage with 

dressing up clothes - 

put on coat or apron   

 

To pour drinks from 

jugs (capacity)   

 

To pull up trousers and 

put on shoes   

 

P.E. Unit: Balance Bikes 

To make the bike go 

where you want 

 

To demonstrate 

increasing skill in 

physical activities - co-

ordination, spatial 

awareness, balance 
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Curriculum Intention 4  

To lay the foundations to 

become a confident 

reader 

 

Literacy: Reading 

To engage with and 

respond to stories, 

pictures and 

characters, predicting 

what happens next 

 

To begin to understand 

sequence and re-tell 

stories using props - 

walking story, could get 

children to make props 

for story 

To use new vocabulary 

in context 

To develop 

phonological 

awareness through 

identifying initial 

sounds, alliteration; 

syllables in names 

To begin to recognise 

oral blending and 

segmentation 

 

To engage with and 

respond to stories, 

pictures and 

characters, predicting 

what happens next 

 

To begin to understand 

sequence and re-tell 

stories using props - 

walking story, could get 

children to make props 

for story 

To use new vocabulary 

in context 

To develop 

phonological 

awareness through 

identifying initial 

sounds, alliteration; 

syllables in names 

To begin to recognise 

oral blending and 

segmentation 

 

 

 

 

To enjoy listening to 

longer stories 

To have positive, 

independent 

interactions with books 

- library books 

To take part in retelling 

stories in their play or 

express story ideas 

through mark making - 

make our own animal 

in the park book 

To develop 

phonological 

awareness through 

identifying initial 

sounds, alliteration; 

syllables in names 

To begin to recognise 

oral blending and 

segmentation 

 

 

 

 

 

To express 

understanding about 

book content 

To enjoy listening to 

longer stories 

To use new vocabulary 

in context 

To develop 

phonological 

awareness through 

identifying initial 

sounds, alliteration; 

syllables in names 

To begin to recognise 

oral blending and 

segmentation 

To express 

understanding about 

book content 

To use new vocabulary 

in context - recycling 

bin labels, sorting 

actual recycling and 

naming 

 

To take part in retelling 

stories in their play or 

express story ideas to 

tell their own story - 

story posters 

 

To develop 

phonological 

awareness through 

identifying initial 

sounds, alliteration; 

syllables in names 

To begin to recognise 

oral blending and 

segmentation 

 

To develop 

phonological 

awareness through 

identifying initial 

sounds, alliteration; 

syllables in names 

To begin to recognise 

oral blending and 

segmentation 

To make links with own 

experiences and the 

story – Have you been 

for a picnic? Discussion 

of class picnic 

 

 

To develop 

phonological 

awareness through 

identifying initial 

sounds, alliteration; 

syllables in names 

To begin to recognise 

oral blending and 

segmentation 



 
 

Nursery	Topic	5	Overview         Page	5	

Curriculum Intention 5 

To lay the foundations to 

become a confident writer 

 

Literacy: Writing 

Write Dance: Straight 

Bent Cross Happy  

 

To use small tools with 

some accuracy - hole 

punch, developing 

scissor skills and golf 

tees with small wooden 

hammers (cutting out 

butterfly shapes, 

creating patterns on 

butterfly wings)  

 

To incorporate mark-

making into play, e.g. 

shopping lists, 

messages, maps, 

pictures    

 

To make links between 

letter shapes in name 

and in environmental 

print   

Write Dance: 

Watermill 

 

To use small tools with 

some accuracy - hole 

punch, developing 

scissor skills and golf 

tees with small wooden 

hammers (cutting out 

butterfly shapes, 

creating patterns on 

butterfly wings)  

 

To incorporate mark-

making into play, e.g. 

shopping lists, 

messages, maps, 

pictures    

 

To make links between 

letter shapes in name 

and in environmental 

print   

Write Dance: Mr Dinky 

Car 

 

To use small tools with 

some accuracy - hole 

punch, developing 

scissor skills and golf 

tees with small wooden 

hammers 

 

To incorporate mark-

making into play, e.g. 

shopping lists, 

messages, maps, 

pictures    

 

To make links between 

letter shapes in name 

and in environmental 

print   

 

Write Dance: Merry Go 

Round 

  

To use small tools with 

some accuracy - hole 

punch, developing 

scissor skills and golf 

tees with small wooden 

hammers 

 

To incorporate mark-

making into play, e.g. 

shopping lists, 

messages, maps, 

pictures    

 

To make links between 

letter shapes in name 

and in environmental 

print   

 

Write Dance: The 

Procession 

 

To use tools with 

increasing precision - 

making recycling 

posters 

 

To make controlled 

marks and patterns 

which carry meaning 

 

 

Write Dance: Air Train 

 

To identify name card 

(without photo) and 

make marks to 

represent their name    

 

To identify initial 

sounds and match to 

some letters in name   

 

Write Dance: Tree and 

Fairy Lights 

 

To identify name card 

(without photo) and 

make marks to 

represent their name    

 

To identify initial 

sounds and match to 

some letters in name   

 

Curriculum Intention 6 

To take care of their 

environment and begin to 

understand changes 

 

Understanding the World 

To understand animal 

life cycles through first-

hand experiences 

where possible – frogs, 

butterflies, chickens 

and associated 

vocabulary through 

non-fiction books: 

butterfly growing 

  

To demonstrate care 

for living things, using 

real-life examples 

where possible   

 

To understand animal 

life cycles through first-

hand experiences 

where possible – frogs, 

butterflies, chickens 

and associated 

vocabulary through 

non-fiction books: 

butterfly growing 

  

To demonstrate care 

for living things, using 

real-life examples 

where possible   

To pursue their own 

interests in the wider 

world using relevant 

non-fiction books, 

posters and the 

Internet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To develop motivation 

to find out more 

information about their 

curiosities and interests 

related to environment 

 

To take pride in the 

environment 

 

To deepen awareness 

of ways to look after 

our planet - rubbish 

collection, recycling bin 

To take pride in the 

environment 

 

To deepen awareness 

of ways to look after 

our planet - rubbish 

collection, recycling bin 
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Curriculum Intention 7 

To understand that they 

are part of a diverse 

community within Milton 

Keynes, England 

 

Understanding the World 

/ Personal, Social and 

Emotional Development 

To comment on images 

of familiar situations in 

the past – slideshow, 

look back at photos 

from previous activities 

and children to 

comment on anything 

they can remember 

 

To prepare a range of 

different seasonal 

foods - make a fruit 

salad 

To comment on images 

of familiar situations in 

the past – slideshow, 

look back at photos 

from previous activities 

and children to 

comment on anything 

they can remember 

 

To prepare a range of 

different seasonal 

foods - make a fruit 

salad 

 

 

To share experiences of 

different countries - 

look at countries where 

sharks live, share any 

wildlife they may have 

seen on holiday 

 

To begin to use 

vocabulary to describe 

family events - holiday 

photos 

To talk about their 

family and how and 

what they recycle at 

home 

 

To learn songs, explore 

instruments, listen to 

music relating 

to different cultures - 

dancing stage and 

music 

To learn songs, explore 

instruments, listen to 

music relating 

to different cultures - 

dancing stage and 

music 

Curriculum Intention 8 

To develop number sense 

  

Mathematics 

White Rose Maths  

Counting 6 Steps 1-4 

 

To count out up to 5 

objects from a larger 

group 

 

To explore counting to 

5 in different ways 

 

To verbally count to a 

given number 

 

To label objects with 

numerals 

 

Birthday cards with 

numerals and 1-5 

numeral birthday 

candles in home corner 

 

 

White Rose Maths  

Counting 6 Steps 5-6 

 

To independently show 

fingers to 5 

 

To begin to make 

marks to represent 

quantities 

 

Birthday cards with 

numerals and 1-5 

numeral birthday 

candles in home corner 

 

 White Rose Maths  

Subitising 4 Steps 1-4 

 

To match dot patterns 

 

To be introduced to 

subitising games 

 

To play subitising 

games 

 

To copy sets of sounds  

White Rose Maths 

Subitising 4 Steps 5-6 

 

To listen to and 

represent sounds with 

fingers 

 

To listen to and 

represent sounds with 

resources 

 

Large foam dominoes 

outside  

To explore the 

composition of number 

using subitising  

knowledge i.e. 5 

consists of 1&4, 2&3, 

1&1&1&1&1   

To explore the 

composition of number 

using subitising  

knowledge i.e. 5 

consists of 1&4, 2&3, 

1&1&1&1&1   
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Curriculum Intention 9 

To develop a sense of 

space 

 

Mathematics 

To fill containers with 

sand and water using 

hands and utensils - 

spoons, spades 

White Rose Maths  

Pattern 6 Steps 1-2 

 

To continue AB 

patterns 

 

To create your own AB 

pattern 

 

White Rose Maths  

Pattern 6 Steps 3-6 

 

To notice an error in a 

pattern 

 

To build constructions 

with simple enclosures 

 

To copy simple 

repeated constructions  

 

To begin to sequence 

some events 

 

Pattern jewellery 

station 

 

 White Rose Maths  

Shape, Space and 

Measure 5 Steps 1-2 

 

To complete shape-

match puzzles 

 

To complete simple 

jigsaws 

 

Simple jigsaws with 4 

to 6 pieces, shape 

resources and coloured 

shape templates to 

explore with increasing 

independence 

White Rose Maths  

Shape, Space and 

Measure 5 Steps 3-6 

 

To match objects to 

pictures  

 

To match objects to 

shadows 

 

To explore objects and 

small world from 

different positions 

 

To make simple routes 

in small world with 

lines and curve 

 

Simple jigsaws with 4 

to 6 pieces, shape 

resources and coloured 

shape templates to 

explore with increasing 

independence 
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Curriculum Intention 10 

To develop skills and 

processes for self-

expression, creating with a 

purpose in mind 

 

Expressive Arts and 

Design 

To collage: recycled 

boxes, glue, hole-

punch, treasury tags, 

elastic bands, Sellotape 

dispenser, split pins, 

scissors - make a large, 

collaged caterpillar out 

of boxes 

 

To develop precision in 

brush strokes and 

painting techniques, 

including colour mixing 

- butterfly painting 

To experiment with 

different media and 

tools - clay caterpillars 

 

To collage: recycled 

boxes, glue, hole-

punch, treasury tags, 

elastic bands, Sellotape 

dispenser, split pins, 

scissors - make a large, 

collaged caterpillar out 

of boxes 

 

To develop precision in 

brush strokes and 

painting techniques, 

including colour mixing 

- butterfly painting 

To experiment with 

different media and 

tools - clay caterpillars 

 

To develop precision 

and brush strokes and 

painting techniques, 

including colour mixing 

- wax resist painting 

the ocean 

 

To respond to a variety 

of stimuli and develop 

creative expression 

through music, songs 

and dance - listen to 

the ocean: how does it 

make us feel and how 

does it make you want 

to move? 

To develop an artist 

expression through 

chosen media 

 

To use tools to create 

changes in materials - 

shell painting 

 

To develop an auditory 

memory for rhymes 

and songs - She Sells 

Seashells on the Sea 

Shore 

To listen to and 

respond to a variety of 

musical stimuli through 

body movements, 

voice and instruments 

 

To use tools to create 

changes in materials – 

sand, water and ice 

To listen to and 

respond to a variety of 

musical stimuli through 

body movements, 

voice and instruments 

 

To listen to and 

respond to a variety of 

musical stimuli through 

body movements, 

voice and instruments 

 

 


